FAVERSHAM  PORT  SANITARY 
AUTHORITY. 


REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  YEAR  1903. 

During  the  year  1903  the  work  of  the  Port 
has  not  been  quite  so  anxious,  as  the  epi- 
demic of  Small  Pox  in  London,  and  the  dan- 
ger of  its  introduction  here  appear  to  have 
passed  away.  As  compared  with  the  previous 
year  we  had  no  oases  of  Small  Pox  to  deal 
with.  When  the  amount  of  traffic  between 
here  and  London  is  taken  into  consideration 
the  due  supervision  of  the  vessels  and  their 
crews  is  a very  important  fact  in  preventing 
the  importation  of  epidemics  into  this  neigh- 
bourhood. 

Only  one  case  of  infectious  disease  occurred 
On  board  in  the  Port,  viz.,  a case  of  diph- 
theria, which  was  removed  to  the  Isolation. 
Hospital  at  Faversham  and  recovered.  The 
barge  was  disinfected  and  crew  kept  under 
observation  and  no  further  cases  resulted. 

Cases  of  sickness  on  board  have  been  in- 
spected by  me,  but  have  not  turned  out  to 
be  anything  of  serious  import.  Two  serious 
accidents  have  occurred  on  board  ships  in 
Faversham  Creek,  one  of  which  was  removed 
to  the  Cottage  Hospital.  Both  ended  in  re- 
covery. 

No  further  arrangement  has  yet  been  made 
with  regard  to  the  Hospital  accommodation  of 
the  Port.  The  floating  hospital  is  still  in 
existence,  but  it  is  inadequate  to  our  needs. 

The  number  of  vessels  arriving  at  the  Port 
of  Faversham  during  the  year  is  8,967.  This 
includes  the  Creeks  at  Faversham,  Milton, 
Conyer,  and  Oare.  Of  this  number  26  were 
from  foreign  ports.  The  number  of  inspec- 
tions made  was  3,804  by  the  Inspector  and  82 
by  the  Medical  Officer.  In  206  of  these  the 
cargoes  were  of  a foul  and  offensive  nature,  as 
manure  or  London  refuse,  in  all  these  cases 
cleansing  was  insisted  upon  and  any  struc- 
tural defects  that  might  injure  the  health  of 
the  crew  were  remedied,  such  as  defective 
bulkheads  or  floorings.  In  a small  number 
of  barges,  11,  the  cabin  ventilation  was  or- 
dered to  be  improved  by  enlarging  or  repair- 
ing defective  skylights. 

The  district  has  been  regularly  Visited  in 
all  parts  by  the  Inspector  and  on  the  Faver- 
sham side  also  by  myself.  I am  in  regular 
communication  with  the  Inspector  and  we 
have  spared  no  effort  tOi  oarry  out  the  duties. 

As  seen  by  the  statistics  the  foreign  trade 
Of  the  port  is  small,  consisting  chiefly  of 
timber  ships  from  the  Baltic  ports.  These 
have  been  found  to  be  in  good  condition  and 
crews  in  good  health.  The  home  trade  is 
mainly  in  bargee  taking  away  bricks  to  Lon- 
don and  the  neighbourhood  and  returning 
loaded  with  manure  or  breeze.  Also  a regular 
trade  in  coal  from  the  North  and  a few 
vessels  coming  to  the  Railway  Companies' 
wharf  from  British  ports  loaded  with  rail- 
way material. 

CHARLES  J.  EYERS,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
January  19  th,  1904. 


